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Background 
In accordance with the outcome of HELCOM HOLAS II 7-2016, the Eighth Meeting of the Project for the 
development of the second holistic assessment of the Baltic Sea (HOLAS II 8-2017) will be held on 28-29 
November 2017. The Meeting will be held at the premises of HELCOM Secretariat (Katajanokanlaituri 6B, 
00160 Helsinki, Finland). 

The Meeting will start on Tuesday, 28 November 2017 at 10:00 and is expected to terminate on Wednesday 
29 November 2017 by 16:00.  

The Meeting will follow up on the process of finalizing the HOLAS II summary report ‘State of the Baltic Sea’, 
to be made available by June 2018, and propose updates and improvements to be included. In doing so, the 
Meeting will consider recent results from projects and HELCOM activities to support the work of HOLAS II, 
and planned further changes as identified by HOD 52 (docs 2-8 and 2-9-Rev1; also summarized in Chapter 8 
of the first version of the report), also including potential improvements to the Baltic Sea Impact Index. 

Meeting documents for HOLAS II 8-2017 will be submitted by the Secretariat via the HOLAS II 8-2017 meeting 
site on the HELCOM Meeting Portal. Please register for the Meeting by answering the Participation Survey in 
the HELCOM Meeting Portal at the latest by 21 November 2017. Instructions for the use of the Meeting 
Portal are available at the HELCOM Website. 

 
 

 

  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOLAS%20II%208-2017-491/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOLAS%20II%208-2017-491/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOLAS%20II%208-2017-491/Lists/MeetingSurvey/overview.aspx
http://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/events/meeting-portal-instructions/
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Annotations to the Provisional Agenda 
 

Agenda Item 1 Adoption of the Agenda  

The Meeting is invited to adopt the Agenda, as contained in document 1-1. 

 

Agenda Item 2 Matters arising from other meetings of relevance to HOLAS II 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the outcomes of recent HELCOM Meetings of relevance for HOLAS II 
and use the information as appropriate. 

The European Commission and other Contracting Parties are invited to present the matters of relevance for 
the HOLAS II project. 

 

Agenda Item 3 Overview of process to update the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report 

The Meeting is invited to take note of and discuss the more detailed plans for updating the ‘State of the Baltic 
Sea’ summary report until the release of the final version in June 2018, including a timeline, planned updates, 
status of data arrangements, updated core indicator evaluations, and ongoing work to develop the 
supplementary reports. 

 

Agenda Item 4 Integrated assessments in the 2018 update 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the more specific plans for carrying out the updated integrated 
assessments of eutrophication, hazardous substances and biodiversity, consider the input received for the 
supplementary reports through the online workspace and propose how the presentation of the assessment 
results may be improved in the final version of the report. 

 

Agenda Item 5 Further development of the Baltic Sea Impact Index 

The Meeting is invited to consider potential improvements presented for the assessment of cumulative 
pressures and impacts using the Baltic Sea Pressure Index (BSPI) and the Baltic Sea Impact Index (BSII), 
including the way of calculating the index and improvements to the underlying data layers on human 
activities, pressures and ecosystem components (species/habitats). 

 

Agenda Item 6 Further development of the economic and social analyses 

The Meeting is invited to consider proposals on improvements of the economic and social analyses based on 
results from the ongoing SPICE project. 

 

Agenda Item 7 Other updates and improvements to the report 

The Meeting is invited to consider proposals on how to approach other remaining issues for the finalization 
of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ summary report, focusing on the issues listed in chapter 7 of the first version 
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of the report and including potential updates to the assessments of marine litter, underwater sound, 
commercial fish, and bird hunting.  

The meeting is invited to provide guidance on how to develop the remaining chapter on ‘Conclusions and 
future outlook’. 

The meeting is invited to provide other feedback on the first version of the summary report which should be 
considered in its updating and finalization. 

 

Agenda Item 8 Any other business 

The Meeting is invited to agree on the dates and place of the next meeting of HELCOM HOLAS II core team 
and propose focal items for the next meeting. 

The Contracting Parties are invited to consider their possibilities to host future meetings of the project. 

The Meeting is invited to discuss any other business related to the activities of the project. 

 

Agenda Item 9 Outcome of the Meeting 

The draft Outcome of the Meeting will be presented for adoption. The final Outcome, together with 
documents and presentations considered by the Meeting will be made available on the Meeting site.  
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